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NSA SUPPORTS DV EMBARK ON "THE IKE" 

By Paul Farley 

On 13 March, U.S. Naval Support Activity (NSA) Souda Bay had the honor of  hosting a group of 
distinguished visitors (DV's) who transited the installation for the purpose of embarking on USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN69).  

The group was made up of high level Greek and Romanian Ministry of Defense officials and U.S. 
Embassy personnel participating in the U.S. Navy's (DV) Embark Program.  

While here at Souda Bay, the group was briefed by NSA's Executive Officer, Commander Demetries 
Grimes on the vital mission of NSA Souda Bay as a strategically located forward operating site. The 
brief informed our guests about the variety of logistics support services offered at Souda Bay that 
extends both the joint warfighters' capabilities and reach.  

The Navy's embark program is designed to place key leaders aboard a deployed carrier. While 
aboard, the visitors meet the talented young men and women who bring these ships to life, and they 
experience first-hand how the Navy is contributing to the security of the United States, and to the 
stability of the global community. 

Our recent visitors were flown aboard a Fleet Logistics Support Squadron FORTY (VRC-40) Grum-
man C-2 Greyhound Carrier Onboard Delivery aircraft, or COD,  to USS Eisenhower.  

The guests spent several hours meeting with the ship's leaders, interacting with Sailors and Marines, 
touring the ship and observing a full spectrum of operations. 

On their return to NSA from "the Ike" the DV's, without exception expressed their appreciation for 
the role that Souda Bay played in supporting their trip. 

For NSA this was one more successful evolution in supporting the fleet and doing it extremely well. 

Flightline Activity P7 

"I can imagine no more re-
warding a career. And any 
man who may be asked in 
this century what he did to 
make his life worthwhile, I 
think can respond with a 

good deal of pride and satis-
faction: 'I served in the 
United States Navy.'" 

-President John F. Kennedy 
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DCM, at U.S. Embassy 

Athens visits NSA P2 



 

DCM Transits Souda Bay - On April 2, 2013  Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM) Vir-

ginia Bennett of the U.S. Embassy in Athens made a brief stop at NSA to speak with Command leadership and 
take a small boat tour of the Minoan Basin before attending a reception aboard the USS San Antonio (LPD 17).  
The boat tour was hosted by NSA’s CO and XO and included local business leaders military officials. 

San Antonio, 26th MEU Visits Souda Bay 
By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Lacordrick Wilson 
 
SOUDA BAY, Greece (NNS) -- The amphibious transport dock ship USS San Antonio (LPD 17), along with 
Marines from embarked 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), arrived in Souda Bay, Greece, for a sched-
uled port visit April 1. 
 
San Antonio left its homeport of Norfolk, Va, March 11 for a scheduled deployment, and the visit to Greece 
was the first scheduled liberty port visit. 
 
More than 1,000 Sailors and Marines went ashore to visit the city and participated in morale building activities 
as well as cultural exchanges. 
 
"This was a very good port visit for us," said Lt. Jay Weatherwax, a chaplain aboard San Antonio. "We took 
part in some community relation projects that will help build rapport between the Navy and the local commu-
nity."  
 
Crewmembers also had the chance to participate in a variety of Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) tours 
around the city, including hiking, local dance lessons, wine tasting and beach tours. 
 
"The Sailors and Marines have been working from sun up to sun down and completing multiple evolutions 
throughout this deployment," said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Teresa Kirkland, a Sailor on the MWR com-
mittee. "For us to get off the ship and see something different, besides each other and the blue seas, really raised 
morale. Being able to participate in tours, venture out in to town and engage in some Greek culture really 
helped prepare us for the rest of the deployment." 
 
San Antonio is deployed as part of the Kearsarge Amphibious Ready Group with embarked Marines from the 
26th MEU, which is on a schedule deployment in support of maritime security cooperation efforts in the 6th 
Fleet area of responsibility. 

Above left:  NSA Souda Bay’s Executive Officer, Demetries Grimes assists the Deputy Chief of Mission, 

U.S. Embassy Athens, Ms. Virginia Bennett aboard before heading out to do a small boat tour of the 

Souda Harbor. 

Above right:  USS San Antonio (LPD 17) arrives in Souda Bay for a routine port visit.  The San Antonio is 

supporting maritime security operations in the 6th Fleet area of responsibility. 



06 March 2013  -  NSA Souda Bay’s Executive Officer, CDR Demetries 
Grimes is pictured above with awardees.  Congratulations to all that    re-
ceived awards and Bravo Zulu on a job well done! 



WELCOME ABOARD TEAM SOUDA NEW ARRIVALS!  

Command Indoctrination Class of  11 March 

Command Indoctrination Class of  25 March 



 
 

  WELCOME ABOARD TEAM SOUDA NEW ARRIVALS!  

Command Indoctrination Class of  08 April 



SERVING THE FLEET           MAR/APR 2013 
On any given day, here at NSA Souda Bay, our team of more than 900 professional Sailors, Airmen and Civilians are working to-

gether to perform our mission: To extend Joint and Fleet war fighting capability through operational support to U.S., Allied and 

Coalition Forces deployed within the EUCOM/CENTCOM/AFRICOM AOR by providing, operating and sustaining superior 

facilities and services dedicated to combat readiness and security of ships, aircraft, detachments and personnel. With the imagery 

on these pages we intend to offer you a glimpse of the recent activity both on the airfield and at the nearby NATO pier facility. 

06 March - USNS Medgar Evers (T-AKE 12)  

08 March - USS Barry  (DDG 52)  

01 April - USS San Antonio (LPD 17) 

14 April - USS Mahan (DDG 72) 

14 April - USS Mahan 

(DDG 72) 



FLIGHTLINE ACTIVITY      MAR/APR 2013 
The Sailors, Airmen, US, and Local National civilians assigned to “Team Souda” have a long history and a stellar 

reputation of providing 24/7 sustained superior support to the fleet, NATO and partner nations. 

6 March - an F/A-18a Hornet assigned to the 

VMFA 115 Silver Eagles taxis for departure. 

9  March - an F/A-18a Hornet assigned to the 

VMFA 314 Black Knights readies for departure. 

30 March—A PATRON 
FOUR P-3 prepares to land. 



The MWR Athletics and Fitness Center organized yet another successful run.  This time  all 

participants were  rewarded a  nice cup of  hot chocolate after the run.  Bravo Zulu to all that 

participated. 

                                  

                                  



 

The MWR Fitness Center held its 10K 
Bike and 5K Run Biathlon on 10 April 
2013 and 18 participants took place in 
this spectacular event. The MWR Fit-
ness Center would like to congratulate 
all winners and participants for showing 
up, competing, and most important, be-
ing great sportsmen by motivating oth-
ers who needed it. 

The MWR Fitness Center held the Earth Day 5K Run on April 18th with 45 participants taking  

place in the race. This was one of the quickest recorded finish times for a fun run: 1st place winner 

crossed the finish line at 18:54, 2nd place 19:06 and 3rd place 20:29. Congratulations to the top 

three finishers and to all that participated and bested their own personal times. All participants re-

ceived a t-shirt for taking place in the Earth Day 5K Fun Run  

The MWR Fitness Center held the April Fools Day 5K run on 7 April 2013 with over 35 par-
ticipants taking part in the Fun Run. 



 

SOUDA BAY CSADD CHAPTER HOSTS    SOUDA BAY CSADD CHAPTER HOSTS    SOUDA BAY CSADD CHAPTER HOSTS    

CHILDREN FROM THE CHANIA DAILY CHILDREN FROM THE CHANIA DAILY CHILDREN FROM THE CHANIA DAILY 
CARE CENTER FOR THE AUTISTICCARE CENTER FOR THE AUTISTICCARE CENTER FOR THE AUTISTIC   



 

 

Sailors and Marines from the USS San Antonio (LPD 17) and the 26th MEU prep and paint 

fence railings at the cemetery in the  local village of  Mouzouras. 

 



From Commander, Navy Installations Command Public Affairs  

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- For many, spring brings a resurgence of energy and activity with the 

milder temperatures.  

 

It is a perfect time to practice your family emergency plan and to re-evaluate and restock your 

emergency supply kit for the changing season. Although winter storms are becoming a fading 

memory, it is important to remember that weather and other hazards can be unpredictable. So 

spring into action as a Ready Navy Family and be ready for any hazard.  

 

Be and Stay Informed: Learn about hazards that are common in spring months and most likely to 

happen in your area. The Ready Navy website "Be and Stay Informed" tabs offer specific in-

structions, information, and resources you may need to know regarding floods, tornadoes, man-

made hazards, and emergency actions. Learn what you should know if you need to evacuate or 

take shelter in your home. 

 

Make a Plan: As a family, make and refine your emergency plan so that everyone in the family 

understands what to do, where to go, and what to take in the event of any emergency. Practice 

your plan by conducting a drill where all family members must gather at your designated meeting 

place, exiting by various doors. Your emergency plan should also include how your family will 

communicate with each other, particularly if normal communication methods, such as phone 

lines or cell towers, are out. Road conditions and other hazards can limit ease of movement. 

Have a contact person outside the area who each member of the family can notify that they are 

safe, if separated. Place a call to your designated contact person to be sure he or she is willing to 

serve in that role. The Ready Navy website provides printable forms and contact cards to guide 

you in your planning. 

 

Build a Kit: The best way to prepare for the unexpected is to have on hand one or more emer-

gency kits that include enough water and non-perishable supplies for every family member to 

survive at least three days. Keep a kit prepared at home, and consider having kits in your car, at 

work, and a portable version in your home ready to take with you. These kits will enable you 

and your family to respond to any emergency more effectively. Make a game of kit building with 

your children. One idea is to have your children go on a scavenger hunt to find and gather neces-

sary supplies around your house. Make note of items you are missing and shop together at your 

local installation commissary and NEX to complete your kit. History shows that children who 

are involved and informed with emergency planning are better able to react safely in an emer-

gency. 

 

For information about Ready Navy and tips, forms, and guidance to be prepared for and stay in-

formed about all hazards, visit www.ready.navy.mil. Ready Navy is a CNIC-sponsored 

emergency preparedness program. 

SPRING INTO ACTION ASPRING INTO ACTION AS A READY NAVY FAMILYS A READY NAVY FAMILY  

http://www.ready.navy.mil�

	Spring into Action as a Ready Navy Family
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