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ABSTRACT

Gray & Pape, Inc., has contracted with Tetra-Tech, Inc., to undertake a viewshed analysis study
for proposed Wind Energy Facilities in Newport County, Rhode Island. Tetra-Tech has
requested that a historical architecture survey be conducted to inventory all above-ground
cultural resources within the Area of Potential Effects. For the purpose of this investigation, the
project’s Area of Potential Effects initially was broadly defined as extending 1.5 miles around
the locations of the proposed wind turbines. It was later expanded to include the southeast
corner of lower Newport Harbor and the entire eastern coast of Conanicut Island (Jamestown).
The project Area of Potential Effects is within Newport County, Rhode Island.

The wind turbine facilities are proposed to be located on United States Navy land in Newport,
Middletown, and Portsmouth, Rhode Island. The project Area of Potential Effects was
established in consultation with the Rhode Island Historic Preservation and Heritage
Commission and follows the parameters of the 2004 National Programmatic Agreement for
Review of Effects on Historic Properties for Certain Undertakings Approved by the Federal
Communications Commission. In accordance with the terms specified above, fieldwork
conducted in the course of this survey was designed to provide the client with information on the
density of historical properties that would be visually impacted by construction of the turbines.
In consultation with the Rhode Island Historic Preservation and Heritage Commission, the scope
of the project was expanded to include specific locations to determine visual effects through
viewshed analysis and photosimulation of the proposed wind turbines. Fieldwork took place
between November 2009 and March 2010. Results showed that virtually all of the proposed
turbines would be visible throughout the Area of Potential Effects, and it was recommended that
to lessen the overall visual impact, groups that showed the least amount of visual effects would
be the preferred ones for construction.

Nota bene: Since the initial report submission in January, 2011, the number of proposed turbines
for consideration was reduced from 22 to 12. Turbines 1, 3, 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17, 19 and 22 were
eliminated from consideration. Some of the remaining turbines were reduced in height as well to
conform to FAA regulations. The RIHPHC also requested additional views with photo
simulations. Consequently, an addendum to Chapter 5 of the original report with updated
photosimulations was created to reflect these changes. That revised information has been
incorporated into this final report submission.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Gray & Pape, Inc. (Gray & Pape), has contracted with Tetra-Tech, Inc. (Tetra-Tech), to
undertake a historical architectural survey for the proposed Naval Station Newport Wind
Energy Facilities in Newport County, Rhode Island (Figure 1). Tetra-Tech has requested that
a reconnaissance-level historical architecture survey be conducted to inventory potentially
affected above-ground cultural resources within an Area of Potential Effects (APE) as well as
an archaeological walkover to assess the condition of previously identified archaeological
sites. For the purpose of this investigation, the project’s APE is broadly defined as extending
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