
 Competency 

 Develop working knowledge of education benefit programs, 

eligibility, and funding options 

 Make informed decisions regarding cost of a degree 

programs 

 Learning Objectives 

 Veterans Administration (VA) GI Bill 

 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

 Federal loans available for the cost of college, books, and 

electronic tools 

 Loans available to supplement the VA Post-9/11 GI Bill 

 Awareness of Predatory Practices 

 How much it will cost to fund your college education 

 How to search for scholarships 



 Education is Costly 

 Various Sources of Funding 

Develop an Effective Strategy 

 



 In-State or Out-of-State Tuition  

 Check the website (www.collegecost.ed.gov) for 

information regarding tuition costs and verifying 

in-state tuition eligibility 

 Check under veterans information to see if you 

are considered in-state 
 

 

 

 

http://www.collegecost.ed.gov/


Different Types of GI Bill 

 Addendum Covers 

 Eligibility 

 Benefits 

 Entitlements 

 Delimiting Date 

Post-9/11 GI Bill 

(Ch33) 

Montgomery GI Bill 

Active Duty 

(Ch30) 

DEA (Ch35) Montgomery GI Bill 

Selective Reserve 

(1606) 

 REAP (1607) 

Eligibility criteria are complex.  The following statements are general snippets about eligibility criteria.  Students should file an application so the 

Regional Processing Office can determine if they are eligible and the conditions of their eligibility. 
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Servicepersons who 

served on active duty for 

at least 90 aggregate 

days after 9/10/01. 

 

2 years active duty, 3 

years active duty, or 2 

years active duty plus 4 

years reserves. 

 

Veteran's death 

or permanent 

and total 

disability result 

of service. 

 

Completion of initial active 

duty for training.  Must be 

active reservist with 6-year 

obligation. 

 

90 days or more active duty support of 

contingency operation or full-time 

National Guard duty responding to 

national emergency. 



 Eligibility 

 Types of Training & Programs 
http://gibill.va.gov/benefits/post 911 gibill/index.html 

 

http://gibill.va.gov/benefits/post 911 gibill/index.html
http://gibill.va.gov/benefits/post 911 gibill/index.html
http://gibill.va.gov/benefits/post 911 gibill/index.html


Does a School Accept the GI Bill? 

http://inquiry.vba.va.gov/weamspub  

http://inquiry.vba.va.gov/weamspub


 To receive benefits under the Yellow Ribbon 

Program 

 You must be eligible for the maximum benefit 

rate under the Post-9/11 GI Bill 

 You must not be on active duty or a spouse 

transferee of an active duty member 

 Your school must agree to participate in the 

Yellow Ribbon Program 

 Your school must have not offered the Yellow 

Ribbon Program to more than the maximum 

number in their participation agreement 



http://gibill.va.gov/benefits/post_911_gibill/yellow_ribbon_program.htm 

http://gibill.va.gov/benefits/post_911_gibill/yellow_ribbon_program.htm


www.facebook.com/gibillEducation 

http://www.facebook.com/gibillEducation


 You Can and Should Apply Before You Enroll 

 For all GI Bill Benefits 

 Certificate of Eligibility 

 Benefit Level 

 Months of Entitlement 

 End Date of Eligibility 

 You must provide your Social Security Number 

 



 VA Pays Tuition and Fees 

 Directly To School 

 You are Responsible for the Debt 

Decrease in Credit Hours 

 An Overpayment Occurs 

 Debt is Created 

 You are Responsible for the Debt 

Debit Management Center 

 1-800-827-0648 

 Dmc.ops@va.gov 

 

 

mailto:Dmc.ops@va.gov


www.fafsa.gov 

 

http://studentaid.ed.gov 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/


 Federal Grants 

 A Grant is not a Loan 

 Federal Pell Grant 

 Foundation of Federal Financial Aid 

 Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity 

Grant 

 Exceptional Financial Need 

Other Grants 

 TEACH Grant 

 Federal Work Study 

 Part-Time Jobs 



 Federal Perkins Loans 

Direct Stafford 

 Direct Subsidized Loans 

 Undergraduate and Graduate 

 With Need 

 Direct Unsubsidized Loans 

 Undergraduate and Graduate 

 Regardless of Need 

 Direct PLUS Loans 

 Graduate and Professional Degree 

 Good Credit History 



 

***YOU MUST REPAY YOUR STUDENT LOANS*** 

 
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation 

 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans


 Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

 www.fafsa.gov 

 Be familiar with these types of predatory 

practices: 

 Websites that purport to be approved by the 

federal government as an “official” lender 

 Business that call or email you asking you to 

apply for “financial aid” 

 Scholarship searches that ask you to pay upfront 

 Schools that promise a degree with little to no 

class-time 

 Unaccredited schools claiming accreditation 

 

http://www.fafsa.gov/


 Create a PIN 

 1.  Login to http://www.pin.ed.gov 

 2.  Create a 4 Digit PIN 

 Make this a familiar number 

 Your PIN is Confidential 

 

***YOU SHOULD NOT PAY ANYONE TO COMPLETE YOUR FAFSA*** 

 

 

 

http://www.pin.ed.gov/


Outside of Class 

 You will need: 
 Social Security number 

 Your driver’s license number (if any) 

 Most recent W-2 forms 

 Most recent federal income tax returns (or estimates) 

 Bank statements 

 Alien registration number (if you are not a U.S. 

citizen) 

 A Federal Student Aid PIN 

Online Help @ 

www.studentaid.gov/completefafsa   

 

http://www.studentaid.gov/completefafsa


 You are Independent 

 Eligibility based on Military Income 

 Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

 Family Size, Income and Assets 

Unmet Need 

 Cost – EFC = Financial Need 

 Complete FAFSA 

 Annually 

 Transfer? 

 Aid does not transfer 

 New FAFSA 

 



 SAR 

 Summarizes FAFSA 

 Contains EFC 

 Delivery 

 E-Mail 

 3-5 Days after FAFSA Processed 

 Snail Mail 

 7 – 10 Days after FAFSA Processed 

 If no E-mail is provided 

 Data Release Number (DRN) 

 PIN 

 Review SAR 
 

 



 Based Upon 

 Financial Need 

 Cost of Attendance 

 Enrollment Status 

 Full time: 12 hours per semester or quarter hour 

equivalent 

 Three Quarters time: 11-9 hours 

 Half time: 8-6 hours 

 Less than half time:  5 hours or less 

 



 Award Letter 

 Financial Aid Shopping Sheet 

 Decision Based Upon 

 Your Needs 

 Affordability 

 Complete Financial Aid Package 

 Process on Paper or Online 

 Talk to Financial Aid Office 

 Before You Apply 

 



Qualifications 

 Academic achievement 

 Religious affiliation 

 Ethnic or racial heritage  

 Community activities 

 Athletic ability 

 Hobbies and special interests 

 Military/Veteran affiliations and organizations 

 

www.studentaid.ed.gov/scholarship 

 

http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/scholarship


 Search for Veterans Scholarships & Aid 

 Login to: http://www.va.gov/statedva.htm     

 Search by Service to list very specific 

scholarships 

 Identify which scholarships you will research 

 Log those scholarships in Appendix A 

 

 

 

http://www.va.gov/statedva.htm


 

www.petersons.com/college-search/scholarship-search.aspx 

  

http://www.collegeboard.org/  

 

http://www.petersons.com/college-search/scholarship-search.aspx
http://www.petersons.com/college-search/scholarship-search.aspx
http://www.petersons.com/college-search/scholarship-search.aspx
http://www.petersons.com/college-search/scholarship-search.aspx
http://www.petersons.com/college-search/scholarship-search.aspx
http://www.collegeboard.org/


 Each State Different 

 Scholarships 

 Loans 

 Fellowships 

www.va.gov/statedva.htm 

 

http://www.va.gov/statedva.htm


 Seek Out Scholarships via your Institution 

 Ensure You Meet Deadlines 

Well Written Scholarship Applications 

 Include the “Unique” You 

 Experiences and Accomplishments 

 Have Someone Review Your Application 

 Spelling, Grammar, and Formatting 



 Search for Scholarships 

 Login to www.studentaid.ed.gov/  

 Click on Search for Scholarships 

 Search by keyword – enter your field of study 

 Review the different opportunities 

 Identify if those opportunities are school 

specific awards 

 Update information in Appendix A  

 

 

 

http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/


 Last Resort 

 Only After All Federal Options Exhausted 

 Aggressively Marketed 

 Higher Interest Rates 

 Penalty Feeds 

 Be Sure to Compare 



 Less Expensive Schools 

 Community Colleges 

 Transfer Credits 

 In-State vs. Out-of-State 

 Public Service Loan Forgiveness 

www.studentaid.ed.gov/publicservice 

 

 

http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/publicservice


 Review Student Loan Repayment Information 

http://www.direct.ed.gov/inrepayment.html  

 

http://www.consumerfinance.gov/  

 
 

 

http://www.direct.ed.gov/inrepayment.html
http://www.consumerfinance.gov/


 Competency 

 Demonstrate Practical Application of Education 

Knowledge and Skills 

 Begin Completion of Admissions Application 

Packages 

 Learning Objectives 

 Research Criteria for Admissions 

 Identify Contact Information for Admissions and 

Veterans Liaison 

 Draft Application Package 



 Each Institution Has Specific Requirements 

 Become Familiar with all Requirements 

 

 

 



 Gather Information and Organize into Plan 
 Logon to: http//nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator 

 Using the selected institution’s web site: 
 Bookmark and/or identify key pages 

 Admissions 

 Financial Aid 

 Military Services 

 Disabilities services and special accommodations 

 Locate the admission application and/or submission guidelines on the 
academic institution’s website. 

 List key dates & deadlines on Institution Selection Matrix in Appendix A 
 Application deadline 

 Financial Aid deadline 

 Testing date 

 Other 

  Connect with veterans support group (if available on campus) 
 Email 

 Chat 

 Call 

 Facebook/Twitter 

 

http/nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator


 Identify Types of Admissions Exams 

 SAT 

 ACT 

 Wonderlic 

 

 



Use the Undergraduate Application for 

Admission Checklist to track completion of 

each task.  

 Use Appendix A to complete the following: 

 Identify and mark admission deadlines 

 Identify appropriate testing facility 

 Identify test dates 

 Identify testing prep tools 

 

Undergraduate Application for Admission Checklist 



Use the Graduate Application for Admission 

Checklist to track completion of each task.  

 Use Appendix A to complete the following: 

 Identify and mark admission deadlines 

 Identify appropriate testing facility 

 Identify test dates 

 Identify testing prep tools 

 

Graduate Application for Admission Checklist 



 What qualities, characteristics and accomplishments do 
graduate admissions committees look for in applicants for 
their programs? 
 Technical criteria of tests 

 Undergraduate GPA 

 Work experience 

 Ability to develop an argument 

 Critical thinking 

 Produce hypotheses and defend ideas 

 Intellectual playfulness 

 Ability to generate new ideas  

 Write reports 

 Give presentations 

 Discuss ideas 

 Participation in professional organizations 

 Collaborative work and informal engagement with peers and faculty 

 Letters of recommendation 

 Admission Essay 



Section 1: Personal and Career Goals 

Section 2: Selecting an Institution 

Section 3: Funding Factors 

Section 4: Admission Requirements 

39 



 Complete Application Package to Admissions 

Department 

 Keep Copy (digital/paper) of Application 

Package and Date Submitted (if applicable) 

Update ITP 

 Show Evidence of Completed Individual 

Assessment (assessment may vary by Service) 
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